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Book Notes 
 
 
Bekoff, Marc ,  ed. with Meaney, Carron, A., Encyclopedia of Animal Rights 
and Animal Welfare, xxi + 446 pp., Greenwood Press, Westport, 
Connecticut, 1998. 
 
The 400 or so pages which constitute the Encyclopedia  consist of 
alphabetical entries of approximately two pages each containing a general 
description of a topic eg. ‘student objection to dissection’, or author and a 
selected bibliography. The topics summerize contemporary debates. The 
authors are mainly the historical fathers and mothers of contemporary 
debates.  
 
The Encyclopedia also contains a fairly extensive list of organizations that 
provide humane education materials directly pertaining to animals and a 
ten page list of some key writers on animal issues with their affiliations.  
 
There is also a chronology of some historical events (mainly in the UK and 
US) related to the use of animals and to animal rights and animal welfare. 
The chronology runs from 1822 to 1995. 
 
This is an important reference book and will be particularly useful for 
people new to the field now or in the future.  
 
Kean, Hilda., Animal Rights: Political and Social Change in Britain since 1800, 
272pp., Reaktion Books Ltd., London, 1998. 
 
This book traces the historical moves against cruelty to animals in England 
in the last 200 years.  Kean is not concerned with the argument about 
whether animals have rights or not, which might mean the title is 
somewhat misleading. Rather she looks at particular issues, such as 
vivisection in the nineteenth century and the actions that people took to 
change this practice. In looking at specific examples she attempts to say 
something about how animals have been integrated in different ways  into  
British cultural life.  This is a very well researched book with a wealth of 
historical detail and a few fascinating historical illustrations of animals. 
 
Animal Issues, Vol.3, No.2, 1999 
 76 
Guither, Harold D., Animal Rights: History and Scope of a Radical Social 
Movement, xiv +272 pp., Southern Illinois University Press, Carbondale, 
1998. 
 
Animal Rights shares the title of the previous book but is very different. It is 
a sociological account of the animal rights and animal welfare movements 
and Guither also discusses the role of certain key figures. The movements 
are mainly US based. An outline is provided of some contemporary 
debates, eg. over animals in research, testing and teaching, intensive animal 
production for food, hunting, vegetarianism. One chapter deals with the 
organizations critical of  the animal rights movement such as the Farm 
Animal Welfare Coalition, National Pork Producers Council,  and Putting 
People First.  The issue of how animals are protected in US law is also 
examined.  
 
Walters, Kerry S and Portmess, Lisa, eds., Ethical Vegetarianism: From 
Pythagoras to Peter Singer, xi + 287pp.,  State University of New York  Press,  
Albany,  1999.  
 
A wonderful collection of articles and extracts from ancient Greece to the 
present containing arguments for ‘abstinence from animal food’ or  against  
‘carnivorous callousness’. The pieces are neatly organized into four 
sections: antiquity, the eighteenth, nineteenth and twentieth centuries. 
There are some twentieth century authors who may surprise and from 
antiquity it is probably  not  commonly known that Ovid said  
 
    ...Earth is generous 
   with her provision, and her sustenance 
   Is very kind; she offers, for your tables, 
   Food that requires no bloodshed and no slaughter. 
 
when writing of  the teachings of Pythagoras who lived in the 6th 
century BC. 
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conference announcement 
 
Representing Animals at the End of the Century 
a conference at the  
Center for Twentieth Century Studies 
University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee 
April 13-15, 2000 
 
By tracing how animals have been represented in different contexts, in 
different practices, and by different disciplines over the course of the last 
hundred years, this conference will explore the connections between our 
understandings of animals and the historical and cultural conditions in 
which those understandings have been formed. The conference will move 
from discussions of the material presence of animals -- studies, for example, 
of the changing place of animals in urban spaces and modern sensibilities -- 
to explorations of how contemporary media culture is shaping our 
fundamental cultural expectations of animals, of ourselves, and of our 
environments.  
Selected papers from the conference will be included in a book planned for 
publication in the Center series, Theories of Contemporary Culture with  
Indiana University Press. 
 
Special Guest Speaker: Jane Goodall 
Other speakers include: Marcus Bullock, Katherine Grier, Kathleen Kete, 
Masumi Iriye, Andrew Isengerg, Alphonso Lingis, Arther McEvoy, Clay 
McShane, Lisa Naughton, Jennifer Price, Karen Rader, Sheila Roberts, Nigel 
Rothfels, Joel Snyder and Karen Warren.  
 
For further information contact: Nigel Rothfels and Andrew Isenberg, 
Conference Organizers 
Center for Twentieth Century Studies 
University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee 
PO Box 413 
Milwaukee, WI 53201 USA 
tel: 414-229-4141; fax 414-229-5964; email:ctr20cs@uwm.ed 
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INDEX 
 
 
Vol. 1 No. 1 1997 
 
articles:  
Freya Mathews: 'Living with Animals’ 
Val Plumwood: 'Babe: The Tale of the Speaking Meat Part 1’ 
Lynda Birke: 'Science and Animals, or, Why Cyril Won't Win the Nobel Prize' 
Emma Munro: 'Speciesism and Sexism' 
interview with Peter Singer 
 
reviews of  
Feral Children and Clever Animals: Reflections on Human Nature 
The Frankenstein Syndrome: Ethical and Social  Issues in the Genetic Engineering  
of Animals 
 
 
Vol. 1. No. 2 1997  
 
articles: 
Andrew Brennan: 'Ethics, Conflict and Animal Research' 
Birgitta Forsman: 'Two Different Approaches  to Gene Technology in Animals' 
Val Plumwood: 'Babe: The Tale of the Speaking Meat Part ll’ 
Lynda Birke and Mike Michael: 'Hybrids, Rights and Their Proliferation' 
interview with Julia Bell 
 
review of  
Dog Love and Taking Animals Seriously: Mental Life and Moral Status  
 
 
Vol. 2. No. 1 1998  
 
articles: 
Annie O-Rourke: ‘Caring-About Virtual Pets: An Ethical Interpretation of  
Tamagotchi’ 
Glenn Albrecht: ‘Thinking like an ecosystem: the ethics of the relocation, 
rehabilitation and release of wildlife’ 
Simone Poirer-Bures: ‘He’s the one’ 
Denis Mahony: ‘Toward a better press for animals’ 
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review essay:  Felicity Sutcliffe: Good natured: the origins of right and wrong in 
humans and other animals 
 
review of  
Minds of their Own: Thinking and Awareness in Animals      
 
Vol. 2. No. 2, 1998  
 
articles: 
Henk Verhoog: ‘Morality and the  “Naturalness” of Transgenic Animals’  
Anne Quain: ‘Is there a problem in attributing beliefs and intentionality to 
animals?’ 
Frans W.A. Brom and Egbert Schroten: ‘Ethics  and Animal Biotechnology’ 
Gurch Randhawa: ‘Xenotransplantation: Do  we have an alternative?’ 
 
review essay: Andrew Asquith: Nature Wars: People vs. Pests 
 
reviews of  
Animal Consciousness and Animal Ethics: Perspectives from the Netherlands, 
The Intrinsic Value of Nature 
Transgenic Animals. Why? 
 
 
Vol. 3 No 1, 1999 
 
articles: 
Gisela Kaplan: ‘An exercise in the practice of biodiversity and a tool for 
conservation’ 
Nicola Taylor: ‘Whither rights? Animal rights and the rise of new welfarism to 
animals?’ 
Simone Poirier-Bures: ‘One crow, sorrow’. 
Elizabeth Murphy: ‘In what respects, if any, should the primates be equal?’ 
 
revews of  
Ethical approaches to animal-based  science  
Hearts and Minds 
Not Only Roars and Rituals  
Animals and their Moral Standing 
Animal Issues, Vol.3, No.2, 1999 
 80 
 
 
